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little filial piety, the friction which arose between
us was almost entirely due to personal questions.
The Khedive's main wish in life apparently was
to enrich himself by every possible means in his
power. As a matter of fact, he did amass great
wealth, which he squandered, and eventually
got himself into a very embarrassing financial
position. He was constantly coveting some
Naboth's vineyard lying in proximity to his own
estates, and inasmuch as, following the precedent
set by his grandfather, Ismail Pasha, for whom
he had a great admiration, he was scrupulously
careful to observe legal forms, it was often no
easy matter to prevent great injustice being done
in the name of the law.

Before proceeding any further I may perhaps
allude very briefly to some silly stories which
appeared from time to time, mostly in the English
press, in connection with alleged " incidents"
which occurred in the course of my discussions
with the Khedive. They were all pure inventions.
Abbas IL, who is very well-mannered, always
treated me with the utmost courtesy, and I trust
that, on my part, I was never wanting in that
outward deference which constituted a legitimate
prerogative of his high, position. Lord Canning
said very wisdy during the Indian Mutiny that
there could be nogreater mistake than to con-
found violence. and vigour. It is an equally